


PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK OF THE PARISH
Susan Auquet, Neomi Balderas, Marie Black, Mary Blake,   Rosa Becnel, 
Michael Castro, Juliana Cavazos, Joann Cockriee, Theresa Connolly, Esther  
Contreras, Ashley Cuellar, Emiliano Cuellar, David Davis, Kate DeWein, 
Theresa Ellie, Vangie Gallardo, Juan Garza, Danny Gusme, Eric Hawbecker, 
Josephine Janczar, Mary Margaret Janosek, Steve Janosek, Markus Klink, 
Helga Mayo,  Kathy McCoy, Sally McDuffee, Joseph McKinley, Gracie Miller, 
Amanda Murray, Jim O’Brien, George Perez, Rina Pollack,, Mary Lou Prieto, 
Jose Sanchez,  Jeanie Sanders,  Carlos Saucedo, Edward Jacob Sciantarelli, 
Jim Sciantarelli,  Laurie Seligman, Carolyn Smith, Dora Urrutia, Henry Wolff, 
Stephen Wyrick, Cheryl Wolf.
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MASS, CONFESSION & INTENTION  SCHEDULE

Monday, December 9
7:00 AM Fr. Abe

In Thanksgiving
12:10 PM  Fr. Frank

Solace for the Grieving
5:30 PM  Fr. Abe

Esther A. Menchaca (d)
Tuesday, December 10

4:45 PM Confessions - Fr. Jorge
5:30 PM Mass - Fr. Jorge

Dr. Frank Valcour (d)
Wednesday, December 11

7:00AM Fr. Abe
Helen J. Hoch (d) - Vega Family

Thursday, December 12
4:45 PM Confessions - Fr. Jorge
5:30 PM Mass - Fr. Jorge

Special Intentions - Mendible Family
Friday, December 13
7:00 AM Fr. Abe

Jerry Sesco (d) - Christine Pytel
Saturday, December 14
4:30PM Confessions - Fr. Abe
5:30 PM Fr. Abe

Cecilio & Becky Rodriguez 
Armando & Delia Salinas

Sunday, December 15
8:30 AM    Fr. Abe

Our Lady of Grace Parishioners
10:30 AM   Fr. Frank

Bernard Nelson (d)
12:00 PM   Fr. Abe

Joanne Cockrell (d ) - Parish

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
All are welcome to the Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Exposition begins on 
Tuesdays in the Adoration Chapel after the 
5:30pm Mass and ends on Friday at 7am.
For more information please contact Becky 
Prieto at  210-725-2383.

Holy Hour For Priests
Monthly - Every Second Tuesday

7 PM- 8 PM 
Rosary, Prayers and  Benediction

All are welcome to join the Rosary Prayer Group.  
Please join us every third Tuesday of the 
month from 6:30-8:00 pm in the Madonna 
Room. For more information, contact Greg 
Clary at  903-714-0232.

GOD BLESS THE MEN AND WOMEN

OF THE  UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES

O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin prepared a worthy dwelling for 
your Son, grant, we pray, that, as you preserved 
her from every stain by virtue of the Death of your 
Son, which you foresaw, so, through her interces-
sion, we, too, may be cleansed and admitted to 
your presence. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever. 

This Weekend’s Altar Flowers 
are in loving memory of

ϯGabriel Salazar (d)
from Verónica & Ruben Escobedo

Parish Advent Reconciliation Service  

Tuesday, December 10th 

6:00 p.m.     

We will have 3 priests to hear confessions.  
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THANK YOU  
to all the businesses who advertise in our Sunday bulletin.  

We are very grateful for this continuous support and invite parishioners to patronize their businesses.
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This was both a very intense and yet very holy encounter. It was intense in that 
Saint John the Baptist, who had become quite popular and respected and was 
considered a great prophet, spoke harshly toward the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
“You brood of vipers!” he says. This was not the way the Pharisees and Sadducees 
were normally spoken to.

John speaks this way because it was the truth. These religious leaders were not 
leading anyone closer to God. One only needs to ponder all that Jesus would 
eventually say to the Pharisees and Sadducees to understand what kind of people 
these religious leaders had become.

So this passage is certainly intense. But it is also very holy. It is holy because this 
“brood of vipers” needed to be chastised. They needed to be condemned and 
challenged. They needed to be humbled. And there is nothing more humbling 
than sincerely repenting of one’s sins in a public way.

Notice that John does not dismiss the leaders outright. Rather, he requires of 
them “evidence” of their repentance. Why? Because of the spiritual damage these 
men did to the people of Israel on account of their pride, self-righteousness, hy-
pocrisy, love of public honors, condemnation of others, etc. They had so distorted 
the faith that the good of their souls required public repentance. It required that 
everyone see sincere good fruits flowing from their lives as a sign that they had 
changed. Though this is a tall order for the Pharisees and Sadducees, it’s the way 
to holiness for them.

The same is true for us. If you have allowed yourself to fall into some of the same 
traps as the Pharisees and Sadducees, then you, too, will greatly benefit from 
clear and humble public change. If you have struggled with self-righteousness, a 
critical tongue, a “holier than thou” attitude or a judgmental attitude toward oth-
ers, then you might have great need for a humble and public repentance.

Reflect, today, upon the Pharisees and Sadducees. Try to understand their sin and 
the reason John called them a “brood of vipers.” If you see any of their pride and 
self-righteousness within your own soul, then listen to this exhortation from John 
the Baptist as if it were spoken to you directly. “Produce good fruit as evidence of 
your repentance.” Do this, and God will free you through the gift of true humility.
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You are invited to help support our Parish! 
For opportunities to advertise, 

please call 800-997-4986 
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